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Monday, September 29, 1997 
A Newsletter for the 
GRA ND VALLEY 
ST ATE UN I VERS I TY 
Community 
Volume 22, Number 9 
Former International Marketing Manager 
Heads East Asian Studies 
Joe Helgert knows from experience 
that in order to do business in Asia, a 
knowledge of Asia is worth more than 
Joe Helgert, coordinator of East Asian Stud-
ies at GVSU, previously worked as an adver-
tising manager in Japan. 
business savvy. That's why he's 
convinced that the East Asian Studies 
minor begun at Grand Valley last fa ll 
is a valuable asset for students 
interested in international ca reers. 
Helgert, associate professor of 
Communications and coordinator of 
the East Asian Studies program, 
learned his own lessons in Asian 
culture w hen he was marketing 
communications manager for Motoro-
la and spent the summer of 1987 in 
Tokyo. He returned to Japan in 1993 
as a GVSU professor and a visiting 
scholar at the Japan Center for 
Michigan Universities. Last 
year he took a six-week 
sabbatica l to study at the 
Japan-America Institute at the University 
of Hawaii, focus ing on Japanese 
language , economics and politics . As 
part of this experience he was able to 
work with Hakuhodo, the second 
largest advert ising agency in Japan and 
number six in the world and owner of 
the McDonald 's account in Japan. 
"I got to sit clown in the ir resea rch 
department so I'm ve1y up to elate with 
Japa nese consumer behavior and 
psychographics now," says Helgert, w ho 
is working on a book of case studies 
about international advertising . 
This past summer Helgert participat-
ed in a one-month program titled 
"Introducing Japa nese Stud ies into the 
Undergraduate Curriculum. " Sponsored 
by the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, the program 
was held at San Diego State University. 
Now he's applying all of his business 
and educational expe rience as coordi-
nator of the East Asian Studies program 
at Grand Va lley. 
"In this country, as Asia becomes 
more important, we're seeing more and 
more of this type of program," Helgert 
says. "There have been more programs 
on the East and West Coasts but fewer 
in the Midwest. However, that's chang-
ing now that the re are more employees 
of Japanese companies he re or loca l 
companies that do business in Asia. But 
the ca tch - and he re's the libera l arts 
part - is that you can't begin to do 
business in Asia without some cultura l 
understand ing." 
The minor in East Asian Studies 
requires students to take courses in 
Japanese as well as in the politics and 
geography of Asia. 
Rafters Paddle for the Prize 
photo by Diane Dykstra 
Seidman f acuity 
members Suzeanne 
Benet and Paul lse/y 
joined witb Business 
students to batilefor 
possession of tbe 
"Ta.kin ' Care q/ 
Business" oar during 
the Seidman School of 
Business \-\1/eek ra/i 
race on 77nirsday, 
September 18, in 
Zwnberge Pond. 7be 
Accounting Club team 
won tbe race, wbicb 
was sponsored by Delia 
Sigma Pi. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Offi ce o f 
Unive rsity Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekl y during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, edito r, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu . 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the Worl d Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission fo rm on the Web 
Site . 
Coming Events 
Tourism Career Day 
To Be Held Wednesday 
On Wednesday, October 1, students 
interested in a career in travel and tourism 
will have a chance to meet industry leaders 
in a "Tourism Career Exploration Day" at 
Grand Valley State University. 
The conference, sponsored by the 
Hosp itality and Tourism Management 
Department, will be in the Kirkhof Center 
on the Allendale campus from 10 a.m. to 
3 p .m. 
The Office of Minority Affairs is co-
sponsoring the event, exposing students in 
its Minority Business Education Cente r to 
career oppottunities in finance, accounting, 
sa les, and marketing in the tourism industry. 
The Criminal Justice Department will also 
take part since the tourism indust1y includes 
careers in private security . 
Latina Activist 
To Speak at GVSU 
Dolores Huerta, a co-founder with Cesar 
Chavez of the United Farm Workers of 
America, AFL-CIO, will speak at 7 p.m. in 
the Kirkhof Center, on Thursday, October 2, 
in conjunction w ith Hispanic Heritage 
Month . Huerta currently serves as secreta1y-
treasure r of the organization and travels and 
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speaks frequently on behalf of fa rm workers 
across the country. 
~ 0v ! \ 
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Huerta directed 
a boycott of 
grapes in 1970 
that achieved the 
first collective 
barga ining 
agreements for 
farm workers in 
Califo rnia . She 
also d irected the 
1975 boycott of 
grapes , lettuce 
and wine that 
resul ted in the Agriculture Labor Relatio ns 
Act, the first state legislation protecting farm 
workers' right to organize. 
For more info rmation, contact Eduardo 
Sanchez at x2177 . 
Annual Family Day 
To Be Held on October 4 
The Family Day tradition continues at 
Grand Valley on Saturday, October 4, when 
parents, students, alumni and fac ul ty and 
staff members are invited to the Allendale 
campus to take part in a variety of activities . 
Student Life Offi ce staff expect more than 
1,500 guests this year. 
Shakespeare Festival Artists Perform 
In Lunchbreak Concerts 
Two Lunchbreak performances this week, on Thursday and Friday, are being held in 
accordance with the Shakespeare Festival. Returning by popular demand, The Ea rly Music 
Ensemble will perform in the Cook-DeWitt Center at 12 noon on Thursday, October 2. The 
Ensemble, a group 
of professional 
musicians devoted 
to the performance 
of music of the 
Elizabethan period , 
w ill perform on a 
wide variety of 
historical instru-
ments . 
On Friday, 
October 3, actor 
Frank Farre ll will 
present a show titled "Two Johns: In Their Own Words," in the Louis Armstrong Thea tre at 
12 noon. Farrell's performance will feature the poetry of John Keats and the memoirs of 
John Updike . 
Coming Events 
Scheduled events include an arts and 
crafts fair, music presentations, demon-
strations of fencing, juggling and other 
Renaissa nce-era entertainment, a buffet 
luncheon, a footba ll game, a pe rfor-
mance of "As You Like It," and a soccer 
game . For more information , ca ll the 
Student Life Office at x2345 . 
Artist-Faculty Concert 
Features Horn Players 
The next Artist-Faculty Series concert 
wi ll feature Margaret Gage and Paul 
Austin performing works by several 
composers, including Rossini and 
Beethoven. Gage , a longtime former 
faculty member, and Austin, an adjunct 
professor, w ill play valve and natural 
horns at a concert on Sunday, October 
5, at 3 p.m. in the new Recita l Hall in 
the Calder Fine Arts Center. Also 
performing will be pianist Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard and Monty Burch on 
tuba. 
Gage became a member of the 
Grand Rapids Symphony in 1971 while 
a freshman at Michigan State University 
where she received undergraduate 
degrees in horn performance and 
choral music education and a maste r's 
degree in 
horn perfor-
mance. As a 
solo ist, Gage 
has toured 
Europe with 
the Battle 
Creek Sym-
phony and 
has appeared 
w ith the 
Grand Rapids 
Symphony. 
After 
ea rning his 
doctor of 
musical arts 
and maste r of 
music degrees 
from the 
University of 
Cincinnati 
College-
Conservat0ty 
of Music, 
Austin studied 
hors d 'oeuvre buffet. For tickets and 
information , call Shirley Dilworth at 
x6728. 
3 
at the Banff Centre for the Arts in 
Canada and in England. Prior to his 
appointment at GVSU, he taught at 
Western Michigan Un iversity, the 
University of Dayton, and ortheast 
Louisiana University. 
Raising Scholarship Dollars 
On Heels and Wheels 
WCVU Sponsors 
Wine Tasting 
WGVU-TV 35 & WGVK-TV 52 will 
present the sixth ann ual "Tasteful 
Selections, an International Wine 
Experience" on Monday, October 6, at 
7 p.m. , at Bridgewate r Place, in Grand 
Rapids. Considered by many to be west 
Michigan 's premiere wine tasting event, 
"Tasteful Selections" ben fits GVSU's 
public television stations. 
Tickets, available in advance, are $20 
for wine tasting and cheese tasting only, 
and $37.50 for wine, cheese, and the 
The second annual Walk-A-Thon, 
"Heels and Wheels," a fund raiser for 
the GVSU Women's Scholarship, is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 16, 
from 3 to 6 p.m. in the Recreation 
Center. 
Participants ra ised $3,400 for the 
scholarship fund during last year's 
event. "The team from Seidman School 
of Business won a prize for ra isi ng the 
most mo ney in the team category," sa id 
organizer Ginger Randall , "and they 
would love to be challenged for the 
prize this year. " 
continued on page 4 
Wei> Gomel\ • 
Point and Click to What's New at www.gvsu.edu 
The Human Resources Office Web page is up and running on Grand 
Valley's Web site. To find the page, select "Human Resources Office" from 
the "GVSU Extras" list on the Grand Valley Web site at www.gvsu.edu or 
visit the site directly at www.gvsu.edu/ hro/. 
"The Web page gives faculty and staff members access to information 
24 hours a day," said Dave Veneklase, director of staff relations and 
benefits. "Our goal has been to provide information that will meet people's 
needs on their terms. For instance, if an employee or a spouse has a 
question about GVSU benefits at 9 o 'clock at night, they can get on the 
Internet and find the answer right then instead of waiting until the next day 
when they may forget about it. " 
The following information is available on the Human Resources page: 
• current employment opportunities 
• employment handbooks 
• employment contracts 
• policies 
• benefit information 
• current events 
Additional information will be added to HRO page in the future. "We 
have a lot of ideas," said Veneklase. "Down the road we may offer services 
such as benefits open enrollment on-line. For now we'd like to get people 
used to using the site as a means for gathering information." 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Ga lle1y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p .m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p .m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allenda le Campus unless 
othe1wise noted. 
*Indicates fee; all other events located on campus are free of 
charge. 
Mon. , Sept. 29 
10 a. m.: Grand Forum. "Miracle on Herny Street: A Principal 
with Princip les and Her School. " EC. Call x6615. 
12 noon & 7 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival. The Mosa ic Youth 
Theatre of Detroit What Fools These Mortals Bel' LAT, 
CFAC. Call x2300 for reservations. 
12:30 p.m.: Grand Forum. "Visions of Grand Rapids Educa-
tion." EC. Call x6615. 
Tues., Sept. 30 
10 a.m.: Shakespea re Festiva l. As You Like It, live perfor-
mance.* LAT, CFAC. Call x2300 for reservations. 
Wed.,Oct. l 
10 a.m.: Shakespeare Festival. As You Like It, live pe rfor-
mance.* LAT, CFAC. Ca ll x2300 for reservations. 
10 a .m.: Grand Forum. "What's New in Old Turkey and Vice 
Versa" presented by Jim Goode. EC. Ca ll x6615. 
12:30 p.m.: Grand Forum. "What's New in Oki Turkey and 
Vice Versa" presented by Bob Burton. EC. Call x6615. 
Thurs. , Oct. 2-Thurs. , Oct. 30 
Gallery Hours: Invitational Jewelry and Metals Exhibition. 
Calder Ga lle1y, CFAC. 
Thurs ., Oct. 2 
12 noon: Noon Concert: Lunchbreak Series. Early Music 
Ensemble, music from the Shakespeare period. CDC. 
7 p.m.: Dolores Huerta, speaker. KC. 
8 p .m.: Shakespeare Festival. As You Like It, live perfor-
mance .* LAT, CFAC. Call x2300 for rese1vations. 
9 p.m.: WGVU's Jazz Night at The B.O.B. 
Fri. , Oct. 3 
12 noon: Shakespeare Festival. "Two Johns: In Their Own 
Words" with Frank Farrell. LAT, CFAC. 
8 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival. As You Like It, live perfor-
mance.* LAT, CFAC. Call x2300 for rese1vations. 
8 p.m.: Music Alumni Series. Lori Barrett, soprano, with 
Robert Byrens. CDC. 
Sat., Oct. 4 
9 a.m.- 9 p.m.: Family Day. 
2 & 8 p.m.: Shakespeare Festiva l. As You Like It, live pe rfor-
mance .* LAT, CFAC. Call x2300 for rese1vations. 
Sun., Oct. 5 
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival. As You Like It, live pe rfor-
mance .* LAT, CFAC. Ca ll x2300 for rese1vations. 
3 p.m.: Faculty-Artist Series . Pau l Austin , horn , and Margaret 
Gage, horn. Recital Ha ll , CFAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change . 
Mon. , Sept. 29 
3 p.m. : Women's Tennis at Kalamazoo Valley Commu nity 
College. Ka lamazoo. 
Tues., Sept. 30 
3:30 p.m. : Women's Tennis at Grand Rapids Community 
College. Belknap Park, Grand Rapids. 
4 
5 p .m.: Women's Soccer. University of Indianapolis at GVSU. 
Fri. , Oct. 3-Sat. , Oct. 4 
Al l Day: Men 's Golf at Conference Championship. Saginaw 
Valley State University. University Center. 
Fri. , Oct. 3 
4 p.m.: Cross Count1y at Aquinas College. Grand Rapids. 
7 p .m.: Women's Volleyball . Wayne State University at 
GVSU. 
Sat., Oct. 4 
1 p .m. : Football . Hi llsdale College at GVSU. 
4 p.m.: Women's Soccer. Gannon University at GVSU. 
4 p.m.: Women's Volleyba ll . Hillsdale College at GVSU. 
Sun., Oct. 5-Mon. , Oct . 6 
8 a.m.: Women 's Golf at Northern Illinois University Invita-
tiona l. Dekalb, IL. 
Sun. , Oct. 5 
1 p.m.: Women's Soccer. Mercyhurst College at GVSU. 
1 p.m.: Women 's Vo lleybal l. Lewis University at GVSU. 
Coming Events 
continued Ji-om page 3 
Other prizes to be awarded include "most miles walked 
or run" and "best-dressed tea m." To register, contact Randall 
at x3585 
Cobb Returns for Blues 
On the Banks of the Grand Ill 
Noted blues and jazz singer Joyce Cobb returns to Grand 
Va lley on October 23 for a 
benefit concert for minority 
students at GVSU. The 
concert , hosted by the Minori-
ty Affairs Office and Multicu l-
tural Center, will be held at 7 
p.m. on the thi rd floor of The 
B.O.B. in downtown Grand 
Rapids . A reception will 
precede the concert at 6:30 
p .m. 
Tickets for the concert are 
$35 each or a table of e ight 
for $250. All proceeds will support academic scholarships 
for minority students . Call x2177 for rese1vations. 
